LIVERPOOL SOUTH SCOUTING NEWS
Well here it is issue 2.
Happy New Year to all our members as we look forward
to another busy year of scouting in Liverpool South
Thank you to all who have contributed and to our SASU who have put
together this issue.
We begin by congratulating Mel Connell, District BSL, on her recent Chief Scout’s
Commendation Award.
Also, a ‘well done’ to Chris Collett on his successful launch of the new District
Network. We watch the Network development with keen interest.
National celebrations will include:the Cubs 100th birthday,

and ………..(drumroll)

the Beavers 30th Birthday, ……..

the Compass Rebirth!

Many groups also have their own agenda of celebrations, running alongside County
and District events. This all adds up to an exciting and fun packed year.
Adults - Don’t forget to support your section at the District
Leader Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month
at the Victoria Pub in Aigburth, 8.30 - 9.30 pm.
This is your opportunity to keep up to date with what’s
going on and to share good practice. As it’s in a room in a
pub, obviously alcoholic drinks are available, but I do add,
that it’s not compulsory! Some leaders do prefer tea,
coffee or a soft drink.
On the subject of alcohol, may I take this opportunity to remind everyone of the
Scout Association Policy regarding alcohol. I’m sure most leaders are aware but
it has become apparent that a reminder could be helpful to some adults; especially
with so many celebrations coming up.
Policy Organisation and Rules 2.4 d
Adults must not consume alcohol when they are directly responsible for
young people on a Scouting activity and must not permit young people
(aged under 18 years) to consume alcohol on Scouting activities.
Young people find out about alcohol by trying it themselves, observing others and
through information from parents, at school and via the media, through advertising,
etc. As an adult in Scouting, you are a role model for young people. Young people
are impressionable and will inevitably be influenced by those adults they respect.
Drinking alcohol may not mean adults set a bad example to young people. However,
in certain circumstances doing so has the potential to place adults in a compromising
position with regard to their responsibilities for child protection and their duty of
care.
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The Scout Association has a key policy, which requires Scouting to be provided in a
safe manner without risk to health, so far as is reasonably practicable. All adults
need to be physically and mentally fit to undertake their responsibilities in this area.
When responsible for young people, adults must not drink alcohol.


















Under 18s must not consume alcohol under any circumstances.
At any one time there should be the correct ratio of responsible adults who must
not consume alcohol (a minimum of two people) and risk assessments in place
depending on the size and nature of the event.
Adults should not consume alcohol in the presence of under-18s.
Where adults do consume alcohol it should be in an area separate from young
people and there should be clearly defined adult-only areas to which young people
do not have access.
Adults who do consume alcohol should be mindful of the need to follow the Yellow
Card ('Young People First') at all times, even if they are not directly responsible
for young people.
Consideration should be given to the effects alcohol can have and how it may
affect an individual’s ability to fulfil their Scouting duties. This should form part of
the risk assessment (for example, if someone drinks excessively they may be
ineffective in performing duties the following morning).
Consideration should also be given to running alcohol-free events and to the
cultural and religious needs of all those taking part.
Any member of the Scout Network or a Scout Active Support Unit should be
expected to follow the same guidance as for adult leaders.
All young people and adults should be aware of the standards of behaviour
expected of them. Best practice is to draw up codes of conduct in advance of
events.
Young people and adults should be helped to understand the issues associated
with alcohol and how to access information and advice to make informed choices.

Census 31st January 2016
There are some notes, extracted and adapted from a letter from Alan
Seeley, County Commissioner, at the back of this newsletter. They address
some of the questions I have received so please read. I’m relying on all
groups and sections to complete by February 15th please.
Thank you for all you do to provide scouting for the young people of
Liverpool South….
Here’s to 2016 - let’s make it the best yet!!!

Bren
Brenda Hope
District Commissioner
Liverpool South Scout District
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Editors Note
Welcome back after the Christmas holidays, I hope you all had a
pleasant time and not put too much weight on with all the mince
pies!!
Thank you to everyone who submitted items for inclusion in this
edition of Scouting News, it is good to hear about the activities of
the Groups in Liverpool South.
Any feed back about the newsletter regarding what you would
like to have mentioned or included would be welcome.
Please send items for inclusion in the next edition by
Saturday 26th March
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Group news

26th Picton Christmas Float
This year the 26th Picton Scout Group reached the 25 Year
milestone of ‘the Xmas Float’.
The early days consisted of a simple wooden church, illuminated
from inside, complete with stained glass windows mounted on
one of the group’s small trailers with Leaders collecting up and
down Allerton Road. The first year we collected a grand total of
£1500.
These days there are two old caravan chassis, one with the music
and an 8ft Xmas Tree mounted on it and the other with Santa and
his reindeer. These are towed round the roads of Childwall and
Wavertree whilst the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and
accompanying parents do a 2-3 hr a night week long street
collection. It’s become such a local custom that we get
complaints when people miss us coming round and many say
that they know Xmas is on the way once we’ve been. This year
we raised over £3500.
Over the 25 years we’ve raised
over £73,000 with roughly 50% of
that being given each year to
various charities, principally the
Royal School for the Blind on
Church Rd, but also the Magwanza
field hospital in Africa,
Oliver Mount Hospital (before it
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became a housing estate), Zoe’s Place, Marie Curie, the RNLI
plus others.

A big thank you goes out to the generosity of the local
community and the hard work of the all the group over the 25
years .
Dave Collett
GSL 26th Picton
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2nd Allerton Scouts Community Impact Project
In November 2014 the 2nd Allerton Scout Group identified
a need for a defibrillator at their HQ, Clearview. Together
with the 48th Liverpool Guide Company they decided that
one of their nominated charities to receive money donated
to their Christmas float would be the Oliver King
foundation. The foundation was set up in aid of Oliver King
who died aged 13 in the swimming pool at King David High
School. His death was due to Sudden Arrhythmic Death
(SAD) and the foundation aims to have a defibrillator in
every school and building used for youth activities on
Merseyside. As Clearview has about 200 young people
using the building each week and several big events each
year the Scouts and Guides identified that there may be
need for a defibrillator in the HQ and the wider community.
Each year the Mossley Hill Scout and Guide Christmas
Float goes out and about on four evenings for 3 hours
collecting for charity and all members of the Scout and
Guide sections take part.
Following on from the donation from the 2014 float 12
Leaders underwent training to use the defibrillator in
October 2015 and the defibrillator was given to the group
after their Church Parade on Remembrance Sunday.
Since then all sections of the Scout Group have engaged
in a programme to support the use of the defibrillator which
is now available for use should the need arise in Clearview
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or the nearby community. The remaining Leaders, the
Young Leaders and the Scouts are undergoing the training
to use the defibrillator. Teddy Bear Hospital has visited
both Cub Packs and delivered CPR training as well as
First Aid. The Beaver Scouts have learnt how to telephone
for help and are due to be visited by Teddy bear Hospital in
January.
The Scouts and Guides have identified the need to
continue to support the Oliver King foundation and have
agreed to give a further donation this year.
We hope that each member of the Scout and Guide
sections will be out walking with the float for at least two
evenings again this year and will have fulfilled the
requirements for the Community Impact Staged Activity
Badge which we hope to present to all participating
Scouts, Cubs and Beaver Scouts in February 2016.
Mark King, father of Oliver King, handing over the
defibrillator to Mossley
Hill Scouts and Guides.
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Hello All,
For those unaware, I’ve recently taken on the role of District
Scout Network Commissioner (DSNC), to help oversee the
changes that are taking place with Network now becoming a
district provision.
We recently relaunched Network in Liverpool South in early
November, which the 2nd Allerton kindly allowed us to use their
hut for. This was well attended with many of our existing
members, as well as 8 new Network members; which was
fantastic to see. With plenty of daft icebreaker games, followed
by a pub quiz, everybody quickly got to know each other well.
Our new members have also been keen to come along with us to
the County Network socials in Liverpool City Centre, which are
held every month.
December saw our
District Network
team host a ‘Network
Christmas Night
Out’, which was a
great event in town
that was also attended
by Network members
from Liverpool
North, St Helens and
West Wirral districts.
With our membership ever increasing, we have quickly become
the largest District Network group currently in Merseyside.
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We’ve got lots of events and camps planned throughout 2016, so
if you’re between 18 and 25 years old and would like to join the
adventure, then please get in touch!
From all of the Network team, we hope you have a great New
Year !
Chris Collett
District Scout Network Commissioner
chris.collett@merseysidescouts.com
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4th Allerton Sea Scout Troop
Thirteen members of the troop tackled map and compass navigation exercises in the NAVIGATING BY TORCHLIGHT
neighbourhood of Frodsham’s Queen Charlotte’s Wood in midNovember having spent some weeks refreshing their Ordnance
Survey skills.
Seven younger members, supervised by David Hope and Steve
Lewry, trekked long muddy pathways some forming part of
Cheshire’s Sandstone Trail and embracing Fox Hill and the location of an old troop campsite dating back to the 1930s known
affectionately as ‘Dobbo’s’ but more correctly addressed as Rileybank Farm; while six older scouts supervised by Martyn Hurley
and Peter Jones, tackled a separate, longer and more challenging
route also taking in elements of the Sandstone Trail.
Leaders ‘supervised’ rather than ‘led’ the groups since the emphasis was on the scouts navigating the six figure map references
rather than simply, ‘follow the leader’. The 3km and 5km routes
took about 90 minutes to complete with the younger navigators
obviously handicapped by the dark which meant matching landmarks with the actual map features often proved difficult. All but
several participants showed real interest in the exercise and acquitted themselves well.
The evening proved dry and mild despite a worrying weather
forecast and the session closed with a supper at the favourite “Fry
Days” chippy on Frodsham’s Eddisbury Square. Thanks to Martyn who prepared the routes, to parents who promptly collected
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their youngsters from the church car park and to the leadership
team for providing car transport. The evening passed smoothly
and was an encouragement to everyone involved.
Troop Centenary Celebration
Parents, friends of the group, ’old boys’, former leaders, and of
course today’s generation of cubs and sea scouts filled the church
in mid-October for a “Service of Thanksgiving” to mark the
centenary of the old 128th Liverpool Troop of Boy Scouts.
The service led by Pastor Rob Whiteway was the opening event
in a year’s programme of celebrations which will gain momentum
in 2016 with a group camp at Queen Charlotte’s Wood, a family
BBQ and a grand re-union of former members.
Pastor Rob, himself an ‘old boy’ of the group – cub, sea scout and
venture sea scout – warmly welcomed parents and old friends of
the group to the worship, involved cubs and sea scouts in the
service which included the re-affirmation of Cub and Scout Promises, and featured a static display of old photographs from the
decades 1920s -80s and used the church’s overhead projector.
Chairman of the Group Executive Committee, Nick Fennell, also
designed and produced several display panels which are now on
show and Garston and Allerton Libraries.
Members have been issued with special commemorative badges
to be worn on their uniforms, a formal group photograph has also
been taken and will be available to families.
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The historic year attracted the attention of Radio Merseyside
with group leader David Hope interviewed, while local community newspaper Liverpool Link devoting page 3 to an article and
picture recording the group’s visit to Liverpool Town Hall as the
guests of Lord Mayor Cllr Tony Concepcion.
The Lord Mayor surprised leader David Hope who was called
forward and presented with an illuminated Lord Mayor’s Certificate of Recognition recording 50 years service as an adult leader
together with an engraved glass plaque, a gift from the 4th Allerton.
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25th Picton Scout Troop
We arranged with the manager from The Entertainer store in
Liverpool One to allow our group, 25th Picton, to remain in the
store (19th November) after it was closed to allow us to purchase
toys for the NSPCC collection at our Church Service on the 6th
December.
Each scout was given £5 and had to purchase a toy/s , trying not
to duplicate any present. They were also told they could not buy
any guns etc or any toy that needed another toy in order for it to
perform with more function.
At the end of the evening we had a wide selection of toys, with
only 3 presents being the same, a large teddy bear reduced from
£10 to £5. Many scouts had opted to buy a couple of smaller
things with their money whilst others tried to source things that
had been reduced in order to get more 'value for money'. A
couple of scouts even pooled their monies to allow one to buy a
£6 gift he really liked , whilst the other got a £4 toy.

14/23

Liverpool South Scouting News Jan 2016

Scouting News

I think the scouts enjoyed their half hour ‘lock in’ in a toy store,
with a lot of them commenting on the price of things, and value
for money etc.
Hopefully they will have a better understanding of the price of
things .
Skills gained:Budgeting, Teamwork, Thinking of others.
Darren Smith,
Assistant Scout Leader,
25th Picton Scout Group

15/23

Liverpool South Scouting News Jan 2016

Scouting News
25th Picton Cub Pack
25th Picton cubs latest adventure was to Delamere forest. At
9am one day in October 2015, 26 cubs took the challenge and
set off from South Parkway by train, a mode of transport some
had not experienced before. With precision they negotiated
Lime street station, down to the underground, onward to
Chester then to the quiet station in Delamere - well it was until
we arrived!
The next adventure was to
cycle along the bike trail.
With all the Pack helmeted
and safety checks carried out
by the staff at Tracks, they
were off, some quicker than
others ie cubs first, leaders
in tow.
Once we had finished
lunch with the Gruffalo,
where we built wigwams,
the bike trail was calling.
Some of the route was
more taxing than others
with some cubs taking a
closer look at the
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undergrowth , others learning to ride the bikes, and the hardier
map reading the course. The colours in the forest were striking.
On the route back the cubs stopped off to add to the wigwams,
ensuring they were camouflaged. With a slower return the
bikes were returned to Tracks. The staff were thanked for their
help.
The journey back we thought was a time to rest, the cubs were
asked what they would like to do in cubs for the next
programme - “Delamere forest cycling” was many of the
responses.
The adventure for the
cubs was not over (and
we thought they were
all very tired!!). The
leaders had organised a
Halloween pizza night
back at the cub hut, the
cubs organised their
fancy dress, and
pumpkin carving which was judged by all. They took part in
bob apple and lucky dip and Harry orchestrated a BRAVO for
the leaders and parents who helped out.
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After a long day with fine weather, a lot of new experiences and
a lot of fun and energy we all headed home for a well earned
sleep!
Graham Webster
Cub Scout Leader
25th Picton Scout Group
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Scouts Night Hike 2015
This year`s hike was held on the evening of Friday 27th
November around the Weaver Valley in Cheshire.
The hike followed a circular
route following the River
Weaver from Acton Bridge
towards Frodsham then cross
country to the Trent &
Mersey Canal and back along
the canal bank back to Acton
Bridge. A total of seven &
half miles.

Although the weather at the
start of the hike was very wet
& windy, conditions
improved later in the evening
and even the moon made an
appearance. Unfortunately
conditions under foot were
muddy throughout.
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81 Scouts from 6 groups plus a total of 51
Explorers/Network/Leaders & parents took part in the hike
making a grand total of 132 and all successfully made it to the
finish., there was even a rumour that the District Commissioner
was seen at some point !

Thanks to everybody who
turned out and also a special
thanks to the SAS team for
assisting and ensuring no one
was lost.

Next year`s hike at the end of November 2016 will follow a new
route... please mark the date in your diary.
Gordon (H) GSL 14th/24th Picton.
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County Ball 2015
This was held in November at the Athenaeum Club in Liverpool.
Everyone had a great time and are looking forward to the next
one. Lets hope that more people from Liverpool South will
attend the next Ball due to be held in November 2016.

21/23

Liverpool South Scouting News Jan 2016

10th January 2016

The Scout Association Census 31st January 2016
This is intended to give good notice so arrangements can be made for a smooth collation of the County Census
this year. With a membership of over 8000 this is a considerable piece of work. Our objective as ever is to ensure
we have an accurate record of our full membership. This requires us to confirm numbers, but also possess adequate
contact details for those members. We are required to securely store these records in case of future need.

Your District has already contacted groups and sections to confirm your own timescales and arrangements for
census collation and payment of membership fees. This is the first year we do not pay membership fees for adult
members. Whilst this news is welcomed, it will require an additional level of care to ensure we accurately record
our adult membership. Contained within this letter are salient points required to remove ambiguity and assist you
in your preparations.
• All young people must be recorded on the census who are members as at 31st Jan 2016. This means any young
person who joins during January 2016 would be expected to be on the census.
They enjoy membership benefits from day one and not after they are invested. Moreover, care must be taken to
ensure young people transferring between sections are captured. This is a particular concern for Scouts moving
to Explorer Scouts.
• All adults must be recorded on the census; i.e. those who volunteer in any capacity (except occasional
helpers) as at 31st January 2016. This includes all members of group committees and all section assistants.
This also includes any adult who has recently begun to volunteer with us, irrespective of whether they’ve been
invested or attended an appointments interview. Given there is no fee payable there are no reasons why groups
ought to be reluctant to do this and it is important that we have an accurate record of our volunteers.
There is a particular set of criteria for the occasional helper role and care must be taken so we don’t misuse
this, as it is not a member’s role.

Merseyside County Scout Council
Merseyside Scouts Tawd Vale Scout Camp Lowry Hill Lane Lathom L40 5UL Telephone 0151 707 2671
Email office@merseysidescouts.com Website www.merseysidescouts.com
Registered Charity No. 503957.
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• Statistical information is important to us.

This includes details of how many sections we have,

and meeting locations. Please pay particular care to the requested information for ethnicity and additional
needs. When inputted into the census this information is numeric only but gives important statistical information
about our membership. This enables us to direct and engage supporters in a meaningful way.
• We need an accurate list of Active Support members. Within the return you can identify whether
they have other roles to avoid double counting.
Districts will not be able to ‘approve’ the census without being in possession of the spreadsheets containing
the information above. Simply, if you declare a membership of 100, we will need to receive the completed
sheet with 100 sets of data on it. We will appreciate your support and you will note that the requested
information is nothing more than you would expect o hold to ensure our safe operation for the young people
in our care.
This year County are taking the opportunity provided by the census to review our Adult appointment records.
We know this will be helpful to ensure ur records are accurate.
The County Commissioner wishes to personally thank you for your continued support in providing Scouting
to our community here on Merseyside.
The above is adapted from a letter issued by the CC. Alan Seeley 10/01/2016
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