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LIVERPOOL SOUTH SCOUTING NEWS
ISSUE 3 APRIL 2016
We have already had a busy start to the year, as is reflected in the articles
in this issue. Thanks again to all who not only organised these activities
but also took the time to submit these articles for inclusion. It’s often the
case that it’s the busiest leaders who take on that little bit more!
Now that ‘Compass’ is back, Pat Lawson (Appts Sec) and I have a mammoth task ensuring all the
leader records are brought up to date and that training is correctly recorded. This will take some
time so we would appreciate your patience over this. We understand the frustration that some feel
but be assured that we are trying to complete this task ASAP.
We do not currently have a Local Training Manager, and, although this is a County (not District)
Appointment, if you know of anyone with the necessary organisational and computer skills, please
let me know; we can always make a recommendation.
There does seem to be some confusion regarding Adventurous Activity and Nights Away Permits.
These do not come under the remit of an LTM.
See https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/search/?cat=26,359,366
for details and Assessors.
You can search for Assessors on Compass as follows:-

Growth in Numbers
The District continues to grow. Following this year’s Census we saw an increase of just under 10%
in total of our 4 youngest sections. The 24th Picton took the accolade for the Group with the
biggest %age growth in the whole of the UK, but we have to acknowledge that while this is a great
step forward for the 24th it is offset by the loss of the 1st and 14th Picton Groups who, following
the loss of each of their own HQs, have merged with the 24th.
You may have seen Mel Connell’s FB post, about the latest Toxteth project, on Mar 25th, but in
case not, it went as follows:On Thursday I was privileged enough to go along to a local homeless centre for families to help
deliver a drop-in scouting session for young residents. It was a moving experience, some local,
some refugees, all had been dealt a pretty rough deal but were appreciative we were there to try to
deliver some normality. This project has great potential but we need volunteers to help run the
Group. Liverpool South Scout District can offer full support but if anyone would be interested in
helping please let me know. Melanie Connell.
If you are able to offer any help please speak to Mel and she can arrange rotas.
Finally, thank you for all the kind comments and good wishes regarding my recent Award. This
reflects all of us, as I could achieve nothing without the support of a great team. Thank you.

Bren
Brenda Hope
(DC)
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Editors Note
Welcome to this, the third edition of our District Newsletter, Scouting News.
Once again, thank you to everyone who has sent in items for inclusion in this publication.
As some of you are printing out this newsletter, I have made the font size smaller in order to
reduce the number of pages........I hope it saves on paper and ink!!
I have been asked to remind all of you that there are District Twitter and Facebook accounts
which all our members can use to upload photos and information regarding the activities that
sections and groups are taking part in. If anyone is interested in this, please contact either
your ADC or the DC.
I am sure, that as a District, we would all like to congratulate our DC, Brenda Hope on being
awarded the Silver Wolf, the highest recognition available to adults in our Association.
Well done Brenda, enjoy your day at Windsor!!
Please send items for inclusion in the next edition by Saturday, 27th August for publication
at the beginning of September to:
gordon.scott31@btinternet.com
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St George’s Day Awards 2016
I am delighted to advise that the Chief Scout had recognised the Distinguished and Exemplary
service of the following adults in Merseyside. Please join me in congratulating them all.

SILVER WOLF
John Cadman, Assistant County Commissioner International, County Nights Away Adviser,
County Trainer
Brenda Hope, District Nights Away Adviser, District Commissioner, Liverpool South
Gordon Thompson, District Badge Secretary, District President, District Executive Committee
Member, Liverpool North

BAR TO THE SILVER ACORN
Isabella Meek, Group Sectional Assistant, 6th Allerton 237th Liverpool Garston Parish Church Scout
Group, Liverpool South
John Simpson, Cub Scout Leader, 58th Southport - Holy Family - Sea Scouts, Southport

SILVER ACORN
Mark Furness, Group Scout Leader, 1st Southport (Ainsdale), District Scout Active Support Member,
Assistant District Commissioner, Southport
Charles Hawkins, Assistant County Commissioner Activities, County Camp Warden
Ian Mathison, District Executive Committee Member, District Scout Active Support Member,
District Scout Leader, Southport
Nicholas Morton, District Scout Active Support Manager, Southport
Annette Peers, County Administrator, County Trainer, County Local Training Manager

Alan Seeley
County Commissioner

Liverpool South Awards - presented at Merseyside Adult Awards Night 31/03/2016

Mel Connell
Chief Scout’s Commendation

Isabel Meek
Bar to Silver Acorn

Brenda Hope
Silver Wolf
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It’s been a busy period for Network, especially in Liverpool South. With census figures showing our largest
growth yet, which is set to continue through the coming year!
During January we had several lanes at Hollywood Bowl, and our Networkers practised their bowling skills,
with some still requiring the use of ramps and barriers. This was followed by the County Network Social in
town later on in the month, where Network members from across Merseyside get the chance to catch up and
socialise.
February saw our Networkers testing their general knowledge (or lack of it) at the local pub quiz. Somehow
despite entering a team nearly four times the size of the rest, we still missed out on the prize money!
During March a large group of our Network members attended ‘Breakout Liverpool’. This is a live escape
room experience, where you get locked in a room in teams and have 60 minutes to solve the puzzles and
mysteries in order to escape. Surprisingly everybody managed to escape their rooms, some with only
seconds to spare. Thanks to everyone who came along and made this an enjoyable night. The County Social
in March just so happened to coincide with St Patricks day this year, so as you can imagine, this was a busy
night out that was enjoyed by all.
Finally a big congratulations to several of our
Networkers who braved the harsh weather conditions
over the Easter bank holiday weekend to complete their
Gold Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.
We’ve got plenty more activities, events and camps
planned throughout the year, so if you’re 18-25 years of
age and still not involved in the adventure, then get in
touch!

Chris Collett
District Scout Network Commissioner
chris.collett@merseysidescouts.com
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Aardvark Explorers

We had a really successfully Feb Bunkhouse
Weekend with 11 of the explorers and some
investitures in the heart of the peak district.

We are looking forward to the District Explorer
5-a-side football on 27th April, hoping for a
good show from all of the other units!

In our Summer programme we've got plans to develop our #Million Hands project and put on a
'Tea-Prepared' to raise awareness of the Aardvark Unit and 3rd Allerton in our local community.

Our biggest bit of news is one of our Asst. Leaders (Allan
Rowe) has been appointed County Youth Commissioner. We
wish him the best of luck in this new role but the unit have
already told him he will still be the same "Allan" to us on a
Wednesday night.

Cheers
Andy Emmott
Explorer Scout Leader
Aardvark Explorer Scout Unit
07732440274
6

Scouting News
4th Allerton
Sunny Sunday in the saddle
Late February’s traditional Cycle Ride event, a 30 mile round trip from Allerton to Hoylake via Otterspool
Prom, the Pier Head, Mersey Ferry to Seacombe, New Brighton, Wallasey Embankment - and return, was a
true success…… despite an 8.30am start. Nine sea scouts, fours dads and three leaders sacrificed their Sunday
‘lay-in’ and completed the trip, carried out in what was possibly the first decent weekend weather of the year.
Leaders were delighted at the enthusiasm of the sea scouts with sections of the trip completed in record time.
And it was good to have the company of dads: Chris Day, Tony Joyce, John McCarthy, and Chris Ward.
Leaders may have only moments to speak to dads on a Friday night, so it was good to have some ‘get to know
you’ hours….. even with such demanding exercise.
The party narrowly missed a riverfront drama at Leasowe windmill where the Coastguard had been called to
a woman trapped by the incoming tide. Fortunately she was just able to wade ashore.
A sandwich stop was enjoyed at Meols seafront before the return leg, and a fish, or sausage, and chip lunch,
at New Brighton. But cartons of frozen flavoured ‘slush’ as desert were questionable.
Then it was onwards to Seacombe to catch the 3.20pm ferry-cruise, a feature which added to the sea scouts’
local knowledge education. Surprisingly a number had never been on the Mersey Ferry service before , let
alone be familiar with Gerry and the Pacemakers’ song: “Ferry ‘Cross the Mersey”.
The hardest graft was the last mile or two home from Otterspool……it’s all uphill to Booker Avenue/Mather
Avenue neighbourhood but ‘screaming muscles…and all’ everyone was safely home for 4.45pm and ready
for the televised Liverpool match.
The event has resulted in a crop of Cyclist Badges and further progress in Fitness Challenge Award.

3rd Allerton
We have had a busy term with a hike in North Wales in January followed by a busy programme working on
our night navigation skills.
We have had one patrol attend the Great Escape and the leaders also ran the low ropes course as a base for
the event representing LSSD.
Eight scouts took part in the Marksman’s Challenge and really enjoyed the event. As part of our programme
we have been building rope bridges in Woolton woods in the dark and up skilling the scouts on their
pioneering skills.
Next is a trip to Ainsdale beach for power kiting and wide games.
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25th Picton
The 25th Picton Cub Pack started 2016 gaining the International badge. Each cub made their own passports
choosing 4 countries and learning about them. The following weeks’ Pack nights were linked to
international customs which were entered into their passports. 27 cubs achieved the badge.
The 25th Picton annual trip to the panto was to see Rapunzel, a hit with the cubs and beaver colony joining
in activities together ( leaders boogeying

in the aisles as usual).

In February the Cubs were asked to assist Wavertree Community following a request to improve residents’
lives by making bird boxes for ‘The Mystery’. The Lord Mayor fund financed the project. 25 boxes have
been positioned in the park and a Cubs 100 trail is available for others to participate in. The cubs gained
their Community impact 1 for their efforts.

The badges were presented on February 22 when all the pack said the Promise in honour of Lord Baden
Powell ‘s birthday. Promises from other countries were also read out. Four cubs were invested into the pack
during this special ceremony.

Also in February, the Pack took part in the District 5-a-side
football competition and were the overall winners!!

Our Wingding Cubs 100 camp application/ booking has been accepted for 31cubs- thanks to Ann and Kim
for their swift communication. We have started a Cubs 100 barometer to monitor if we are on target to
complete 100 events from the Year of Adventure to the Promise Party next December.

March started with St David’s day and homemade
Barabrith followed by a visit on the 7th to our local
Mosque in Cramond avenue and meeting Iman
Shafiq Ramon. We were all made very welcome by
the worshippers leaving after sunset prayers and
those arriving for evening prayers. The cubs
enjoyed listening to which famous footballers visit
this mosque, taking part in pre prayer ablutions and
many going overboard with the washing, much to
the amusement of the Iman.
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The question and answer session was very enlightening for both the
cubs and adults who attended. The Iman kindly invited all the pack
and their relatives to a Mothers Day celebration the following
Saturday held at the Mosque.

This term ended having completed the world faith badge and the scientist badge but not before the cubs took
part in the Pictwood Derby. A good time was had by all with some stiff competition, everyone a winner and
we even had an impromptu tug of war, with cubs being the winners again!!

3rd Allerton
In February, as with 7000 other cubs, the 3rd attended, in Blackpool, the largest beach party ever to
celebrate 100 years of cub scouting. Despite the weather we all had a fantastic time and broke a world
record to boot!
In March we visited Liverpool world museum for an out of this world experience. The cubs were shown
films taken by Tim Peak on the international space station, took part in space related experiments and
viewed the moon close up through astronomer’s telescopes. We all left the museum with a feeling of "Oh
what a precious planet we live on".
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3rd Allerton
The beavers have had a very busy term. They have been working hard to complete their safety activity
badge. This involved visits to a fire station and a visit from a policeman. The beavers also learned about
safety at home, on roads and water safety. All beavers successfully completed their badge. We also enjoyed
lots of Easter craft activities and an Easter egg hunt!

24th Picton
From 1st Picton to 14th Picton to 24th Picton!
While I have been ADC Beaver Scouts I have watched Beaver Scout Leaders Julie & Denise move their
Beaver Scouts colony from premises in Toxteth, to Aigburth, to Wavertree and now, happily settled in
Gorsedale Road at the 24th Picton headquarters (I may have missed out some other premises). They have
coped with leading both the Beaver Scout colony and Cub Scout pack on nearly every day of the week!
Thanks to the kind invitation from the 24th Picton, who
were without a Beaver Scout colony, they have settled
into a Monday evening and in March they invested their
Beaver Scouts, presenting them with new 24th Picton
neckers, hand-made (don’t ask!) and looking very smart
indeed.
Parents, 24th Picton Scout Group Executive members and
District Commissioners enjoyed welcoming them and
watched the investitures.

All sections of old 1st Picton and 14th Picton are now
working together as 24th Picton! This long journey
was sealed with happiness as the Beaver Scouts
beamed and showed off their new neckerchiefs. It is
believed that some parents even came forward to offer
assistance as Beaver Scout Leaders! Result!
Jane Leadbetter ADC BS
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Group News
The 1st, 14th and 24th Picton are now ONE Group!!
We had a good evening , and in attendance we had the President Peter Quint, D.C Brenda
Hope and ADC (Beavers ) Jane Leadbetter, plus many parents.
As well as 12 Beavers being invested we also invested 9 new Cubs and presented our new
neckers to 5 older Cubs and also to our 7 leaders.

The 1st and the 14th Groups' are now part of the 24th
Picton and we look forward to the future.

On the same evening the
DC presented 40 year
"long service awards" to
Kathy Bawley and Pete
Lashley for their
dedicated service to both
the 14th and 24th Picton
Scout Groups.

The evening was enjoyed by many parents and friends as well as past and present members
of Liverpool South Scout District.

Gordon Hodgson
GSL 24th Picton Scout Group.
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Group News (continued)
24th Picton
On a note of interest, I had a letter from the City Libraries Record office to confirm they have added to their
'Collection of Liverpool Scout Archives' my work on the 105 Year History of our Group.
The Title for Reference ACC 6831 . Collection of Archives- St Barnabas Guides and 24th Picton Scout
Group ,Liverpool South District.
Copies can been obtained from the Group.
This will added to the 1st Allerton and 26th Picton Groups' Archive History which have already been
published.

Yours in Scouting

Ray Ireland
Group Chairman
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District News
Beavers:
Beaver Scouts on the Loop Line!
Eight District Beaver Scout colonies are well on their way to awarding the
Community Impact Stage 1 Activity badge to nearly 100 Beaver Scouts
after working with Sustrans over two Saturday
afternoons. Sustrans manage the Liverpool Loop
Line. Most of the Beaver Scout
families were introduced to the Loop Line for
the very first time, helping the children to litter
pick, sow seeds and plant bushes to enhance this
cyclists and walkers path.
The Loop Line is an old disused railway route beginning by Higher Road,
Halewood and ending in Southport! It is a hidden gem used by cyclists, families
and wildlife enthusiasts. It was perfect for bug hunting and wildlife spotting for
other Beaver Scout badges.
The Beaver Scouts became addicted to litter picking, some
returning the following Saturday to repeat their activities rather than accepting
friend’s party invitations! Householders were so grateful to see us clearing up the
rubbish that they presented some colonies with
chocolates! Cyclists stopped to ask us what we were
doing and after posting photos on Facebook regular
Loop Line users thanked us for clearing up the litter.

Thank you Mel Connell (DBSL) and Ian Williams
(Sustrans) for coordinating this district activity. You
can discover more about the Loop Line on their website :
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/route/liverpool-loop-line
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District News (continued)
Cubs:
19th March saw the District Pictwood Derby. This was held at the 25th Picton HQ and a good day was had
by all.

The Leaders’ Race was won by Ben Ellman of the 33rd Allerton
(although he was the only entrant!!).

Brenda Hope presented the winners with their certificates and
trophies, and the day culminated in a giant tug-of-war (parents
against Cubs). Needless to say, the Cubs won!!

Scouts:
The Marksman Challenge was held on the 5th March at the 6th Allerton HQ. This was organised by Paul
Dolan and was an excellent day, without rain!! The overall winners were the 1st Allerton - sorry, no
pictures!!
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